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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION BY JUNE 15 

REF: DACCA 2413 

1 . PRESIDENT ZIA, IN HIS CAPACITY AS CHIEP MARTIAL 

LAW ADMINISTRATOR, ISSUED A BRIEP NOTIFICATION APRIL 19 
STATING THAT ELECTIONS POR PRESIDENT WOULD BE HELD ON 
OR BEPORE JUNE 15, 1978. AS HIS AUTHORITY FOR ISSUING 
THE NOTIFICATION, HE AMENDED A PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION OP 
8 NOVEMBER 1975 WHICH HAD SUSPENDED "UNTIL PURTHER NOTICE" THE 
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 48 OP THE 1972 CONSITIUTION DES- 
CRIBING A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. TWO POLITICAL PARTIES,. 

JAGODAL AND THE NATIONAL AWAMI PARTY/BHASHANI (NAP/B), 
IMMEDIATELY HAILED THE ANNOUNCEMENT. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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2. COMMENT: THE ANNOUNCEMENT ITSELP IS NOT SURPRISING, 

AND IT IS NOW LEFT TO THE ELECTION COMMISSION TO NAME THE 
SPECIPIC DAY POR THE ELECTION. THUS IS ENDED THE SPECULATION 
ON WHETHER THERE WILL BE A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, AND NOW 
THE QUESTION WILL CENTER ON WHO THE CANDIDATES WILL BE. 

PRESIDENT ZIA WILL NO DOUBT BE DRAPTED BY JAGODAL OR A POLI- 
TICAL PRONT ORGANIZED BY HIM. GENERAL (RETIRED) OSMANI, 
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ONE OF THE HEROES OF THE 1971 LIBERATION WAR AND THE LEADER 
OF THE MINISCULE JATIYO JANATA PARTY (NATIONAL PEOPLE'S 
PARTY) IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED A LIKELY CANDIDATE, BUT NO 
AWAMI LEAGUE CONTESTANT SEEMS ON THE IMMEDIATE HORIZON. 

AN ELECTION WITHOUT AN AL CANDIDATE, HOWEVER, WOULD HARDLY 
BE CONSIDERED A PROPER ELECTION, AS THE AL CONTINUES TO BE 
THE PRINCIPAL OPPOSITION PARTY. 

SCHNEIDER 
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